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A theoretical solution for an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell under arbitrary impact
load is presented by making use of the "nite Hankel transform and the Laplace transform.
Dynamic formulas for a cylindrically orthotropic problem are derived and results are
obtained for some practical examples, in which an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell is
subjected to a sudden load and an exponential decaying shock pressure. Finally, a dynamic
"nite element for the same problem is also carried out by applying the Algor (Super sap)
"nite element analysis system. Comparing theoretical solution with "nite element solution, it
can be found that two kinds of results obtained by making use of two di!erent solving
methods are suitably approached. Thus, it is further concluded that the method and
computing process of the theoretical solution are e!ective and accurate.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The analysis and calculation for dynamic stress response of a "nite axisymmetric structure
subjected to an arbitrary exterior and interior impact load is a typical elastodynamic problem.
Its practical interest will be found in a wide range of structure analyses with consideration of
the dynamic e!ects. The research for elastodynamic problem of an isotropic structure has
been studied for many years by several authors using di!erent methods [1}12]. In recent
times, the application of thick composite shells has been continuously increased in some
engineering areas. The elastodynamic problem of thick composite cylindrical shell can be
simpli"ed to the elastodynamic problem of an orthotropic cylindrical shell which is applied in
aerospace, o!shore and submarine structure, chemical pipe, pressure vessel and civil
engineering structure. However, if the structure is not isotropic, the cases so far studied are
much fewer in number because the solving process is more complex. In reference [12], the
author numerically investigated the elastodynamic behavior of relatively thick symmetrically
laminated anisotropic circular shells as a plane strain problem by using the "rst order shear
deformation theory. In reference [13], an elastodynamic solution for an anisotropic hollow
sphere was presented. In reference [14], the author presented elastodynamic solution for the
thermal shock stresses in an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell and thought that the
elastodynamic solution for orthotropic cylindrical shell under impact load has not yet been
reported. However, an elastodynamic solution for an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell
under arbitrary impact pressure is very useful in engineering applications. In this paper, the
elastodynamic equation for an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell under arbitrary impact
load is derived and the expression of a theoretical solution is presented. The theoretical
0022-460X/00/360129#12 $35.00/0 ( 2000 Academic Press
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solution is rigorously derived for an orthotropic cylindrical shell under arbitrary impact
pressure by making use of the method in references [15, 16]. The advantage of theoretical
solution is the ability to provide a closed-form solution being applicable to an arbitrary
impact function.

Some practical examples are considered for an orthotropic cylindrical shell under
a uniform sudden load and an exponential decaying shock. The feature of the solution is
related to the propagation of the orthotropic cylindrical wave. The histories of the dynamic
stress are given and discussed respectively.

In order to further prove that the method and computing process of the theoretical
solution are e!ective and accurate, a dynamic "nite element solution for the same problem
is also carried out by using the Algor (Super sap) "nite element analysis system. Comparing
the results of the theoretical solution with the Algor solution, it can be found that two kinds
of results obtained by making use of two di!erent methods are approached very well.

2. ORTHOTROPIC ELASTODYNAMIC EQUATION AND SOLUTION

The geometry and co-ordinate of orthotropic cylindrical shell is shown in Figure 1. z, r
and h represent the axial, radial and tangential variables, respectively.

Consider that an orthotropic cylindrical shell is acted on by an impact internal and
external pressure p

1
(t), p

2
(t) distributed uniformly over the surface. According to the

geometry of shell and the property of impact load, the orthotropic elastodynamic problem
studied in the paper is considered as axisymmetric. Thus, all shear deformation and shear
stresses are zero. Introducing the engineering constants, the generalized Hooke's law is
written as
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Considering the orthotropic cylindrical shell as plane strain and utilizing the property of
axisymmetric problem, the corresponding geometry relation and formulas (1), (2) make the
distribution of stress and displacement depend only on the radial variable r and the time
variable t. Thus, the single radial component of displacement is shown as ;"; (r, t) and
Figure 1. The geometry and co-ordinate of orthotropic shell.
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the stress "eld is shown as
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The elastodynamic equation in terms of displacement ; of orthotropic cylindrical shell
under an arbitrary impact load is shown as

L2;(r, t)

Lr2
#

1

r

L;(r, t)

Lr
!

C
22

C
11

;(r, t)

r2
"

1

C2

L2;(r, t)

Lt2
(5a)

where C"JC
11

/o and o represent wave speed and density respectively.
Boundary conditions and initial conditions are expressed as
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Suppose that
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where ;
1

is a quasi-static solution of the basic equation (5a), which satis"es the following
homogeneous equation and inhomogeneous boundary conditions
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The exact solution for equation (7) is obtained by [15]
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Substituting equation (6) into equation (5) and utilizing equation (7) yields an
inhomogeneous dynamic equation with homogeneous boundary conditions and initial
conditions for ;

2
(r, t):
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Here ;
1
(r, t) is the known function shown in equatins (8). The exact solution for equation

(10) can be obtained by using the Hankel transform and the Laplace transform [13, 16].
The "nite Hankel transform of ;

2
(r, t) is de"ned as

;M
2
(m

i
, t)"H[;

2
(r, t)]"P

b

a

r;
2
(r, t)M (m

i
, r) dr. (11)

Taking the inverse transform of equation (11) gives
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in which J
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respectively. R is the known value in equation (8f) and m
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Performing the "nite Hankel transform to equation (10a) and utilizing the homogeneous
boundary conditions (10b, c) gives
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Taking the Laplace transform of equation (16) and utilizing the initial condition (10d, e)
gives
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The inverse of Laplace transform to equation (17) gives
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Substituting equation (8a) into equation (18a) gives
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Substitution of equations (18b) and (13) into equation (12) yields the solution ;
2
(r, t) of

equation (10).
Substituting equations (8), (12) into equation (6), the solution of the basic equation (5) can

be exactly described as
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The corresponding dynamic stress "eld can also be easily found out from formula (3).
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3. REAL EXAMPLES OF THEORETICAL SOLUTION

Assume that only the internal boundary of an orthotropic cylindrical shell is subjected to
a dynamic load p

1
(t):
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The initial conditions are
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Substituting equations (21) and (22) into equation (20), and applying equations (8) and (18),
one can reduce the solution of the "eld equation (5) to
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Substituting formula (23) into formula (3) yields the corresponding dynamic stress "eld.
In solution (23), when a equals zero, the dynamic load p

1
(t) is a sudden uniform pressure

form. When a is not equal to zero, the dynamic load p
1
(t) becomes an exponential decaying

shock pressure. In this case, a"500. The computing constants are speci"ed as
E
r
"E

z
"200 Gpa, Eh"2.25E

r
, v

rh"0.25, v
rz
"0.25, v

zh"0.167, and the density
o"5076 kg/m3. Two structures with b/a"20 and 2, are computed and the results are
shown in Figures 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 respectively. The non-dimensional variables p6

i
"p

i
/p,

¹"tC/a or ¹"tC/(b!a), R1"(r!a)/a or R1"(r!a)/(b!a) are used. r in the "gure
expresses the results under static loads.

4. DYNAMIC FINITE ELEMENT CALCULATION

In this chapter, in order to prove further the validity of the theoretical method and the
solving process, a dynamic "nite element solution for the same example used in the
theoretical solution is also achieved by applying the Algor (Super sap) "nite element
analysis system.

In this dynamic equation of elastic system, applying the Halmiton principle, the dynamic
equation of "nite element is written as

[K]MdN#[M]MdG N"MF(t)N, (24)

where [K] is the sti! matrix, [M] is the weight matrix, MdN is the displacement of the knot
point and MF (t)N is the dynamic load. In the solving process of the dynamic "nite element,
applying a direct integral method, the solution of the dynamic equation (24) can be obtained
in reference [17]. Considering the practical structure shown in Figure 1 as axisymmetry
and plane strain problem, the "nite element model and net can be simpli"ed as shown in
Figure 2.



Figure 2. The element net of the computing model.

Figure 3. The histories of the radial stress and tangential stress in an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell with
b/a"20, under a sudden impact load (a"0): r static solution.
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The geometry size and material property are the same as those in the theoretical solution.
The "nite element net is taken as the axisymmetrically orthotropic rectangular element of
4 knot points. The knot points at AC side and BD side are constrained in the z direction. In
order to make the dynamic "nite element solution show a stress wave feature and a strong
discontinuity e!ect at the wavefront, we take 95 elements, and 380 elements along radius r of
cylindrical shell, respectively. Calculating time step Dt"0)025a/C is taken.

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

1. The histories and distributions of the dynamic stresses in an orthotropic cylindrical
shell under a sudden impact interior pressure (a"0) are shown in Figures 3 and 4. In order
to have a con"rmation of the validity of the solution, a special case in b/a"20, and
computing time ¹"tC/a)20 are taken. When the computing time ¹)20, that is before
the wavefront of stress wave arrives at the exterior boundary r"b, re#ected waves have not
been produced. In the above case, the histories of radial stress and tangential stress at r"a,
2a and 3a are shown in Figure 3 respectively. The curves in Figure 3 have clearly shown the



Figure 4. The histories of the radial stress and tangential stress in an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell with
b/a"2, under a sudden impact load (a"0): r static solution.
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features of the compression waves propagating in the cylinder upon the application of the
interior pressure. The radial stress p6

r
at r"a is equal to !1, which satis"es the interior

boundary condition. The radial stress at other points is essentially zero before the arrival of
the wavefront. A discontinuity at the wavefront and oscillations behind the wavefront
respond to the sudden applied pressure. The propagation of the wavefront decays and the
dynamic stress approaches to the static stress at the same point when time is large and the
e!ect of re#ected dose not appear. Because of the e!ects of the strong discontinuities, the
sign of the tangential stress at the wavefront is reversed as compared to that of the static
stress.

Figure 4 gives the computing results of an orthotropic cylindrical shell with b/a"2.
Because of the small wall thickness, the e!ect of wave re#ected between the inner wall and
outer wall on dynamic stresses must be considered. Except the radial stress at inner
boundary where p6

r
"p

r
/p"!1, as shown in Figure 4a curve R1"0, the stress at other

points oscillates dramatically around the static stress. The histories of the radial and
tangential stresses at r"a are shown in the (a) and (b) parts of Figure 4 respectively. It
should be mentioned that the maximum amplitude of the tangential stress at r"a is much
larger than that of the radial stress at r"a; this because the tangential sti!ness is much
larger than the radial sti!ness of an orthotropic cylindrical shell.



Figure 5. The histories of the radial stress and tangential stress in an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell with
b/a"20, under an exponential impact load (a"500): r static solution.

Figure 6. The histories of the radial stress and tangential stress in an orthotropic thick cylindrical shell with
b/a"2, under an exponential impact load (a"500): r static solution.
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Figure 7. The dynamic stresses of the "nite element solution with 95 element nets and theoretical solution for an
orthotropic hollow cylinder under a sudden impact load (a"0). b/a"20.** Algor solution; - )-)- )- theoretical
solution.
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2. The histories and distributions of the dynamic stress in an orthotropic cylindrical shell
under an exponential decaying impact load (a"500) are shown in Figures 5 and 6. It is seen
that the response features of dynamic stress in an orthotropic cylindrical shell under an
exponential decaying impact load (a"500) are similar to those given by Figures 3 and 4. In
Equation (20), it is seen that the solution is composed of an orthotropic static solution and
a dynamic solution with homogeneous boundary conditions. The e!ects of re#ected wave
mean that the histories of stress oscillate dramatically around the static stress. The
oscillating amplitude of the stress mainly depends on the loading rate, but not the loading
amplitude. On the other hand, from a"0 to 500, the source spectrum is e!ectively changed
only as time t increases dramatically. At t"0, the loading amplitude for a"0 is the same
as that for a"500. Considering the above reasons the results in Figures 3}6 have only
a small di!erence when the computing time t is less, and the loading rate is the same.

3. In order to prove further the validity of the theoretical method and solution, a "nite
element solution for the same problem under sudden impact load is also obtained by using



Figure 8. The dynamic stresses of the "nite element solution with 380 element nets and theoretical solution for
an orthotropic hollow cylinder under a sudden impact load (a"0). b/a"20. - )-)- )- theoretical solution; **
Algor solution.
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Algor (Super sap) "nite element analysis system. Figures 7 and 8 give two computing
results by using the "nite element program for the 95- and 380-element nets along radius r,
which approach the theoretical solution at the wavefront with an increase in element net of
shell. Thus, the wave property of the dynamic "nite element solution is related to the
number of element nets along the direction in wave propagation and the length of
computing time step.

From the above, one concludes that the present closed solution is valid theoretically and
may be used as a reference to solve other dynamic problems.
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